SCHOOL DISTRICT POLICY
Operation of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) / Drones
Policy Number: __________________________
Adopted: ________________________________
Revised: ________________________________
I. PURPOSE
The [Local Educational Agency Name] (“District”) recognizes the instructional and operational value of Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS), commonly referred to as drones. This policy establishes guidelines for the safe, legal, and responsible use of drones on or over property owned, leased, or controlled by the District.

The District is committed to student safety, FAA compliance, protection of privacy, and responsible educational use of emerging technology.
II. AUTHORIZATION FOR USE
A. Use by Community Members:
Community members wishing to operate a drone on or above District property must obtain prior written approval from the Superintendent or designee, provide proof of FAA registration (if required), certification (Part 107 or TRUST as applicable), and comply with this policy and all applicable federal, state, and local laws.

B. Use by District Representatives:
District representatives may operate District-owned drones only for approved educational or operational purposes, under supervision when applicable, and in compliance with this policy and all FAA regulations.
III. OPERATIONAL GUIDELINES
Operators must:
• Maintain visual line of sight at all times.
• Fly below 400 feet AGL unless otherwise authorized by the FAA.
• Maintain safe distance from crowds and structures.
• Conduct pre-flight inspections.
• Avoid restricted airspace unless authorized.
• Follow manufacturer instructions and FAA guidance.
• Not operate within three (3) miles of an airport without proper authorization where applicable.
• Comply with state athletic association rules during competitions or events.
IV. PRIVACY AND DATA USE
Operators shall not capture images or video where privacy expectations exist without consent. Data collected for educational purposes shall not be sold for profit and shall be used only for approved instructional or operational objectives.
V. PROHIBITED USES
Prohibited uses include:
• Violating federal, state, or local law.
• Harassment or intimidation.
• Operating under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
• Reckless or unsafe operation.
• Operating without authorization.
• Ignoring district policies or administrative directives.
VI. LIABILITY
The operator assumes responsibility for property damage, bodily injury, FAA violations, and civil penalties resulting from drone operation. The District may require proof of liability insurance. Unauthorized drone use on District property is strictly prohibited.
VII. VIOLATIONS AND DISCIPLINE
Violations of this policy may result in disciplinary action for students or employees, revocation of drone privileges, removal from property, and/or legal action as appropriate.
LEGAL REFERENCES
FAA 14 CFR Part 107
FAA Recreational UAS Safety Test (TRUST)
FAA Remote ID Rule
Advisory Circular AC 91-57A
Applicable State Athletic Association Policies (e.g., NCHSAA Policy 2.3.3 where applicable)
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